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300.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

This policy provides guidelines on the reasonable use of force. While there is no way to specify 
the exact amount or type of reasonable force to be applied in any situation, every member 
of this [department/office] is expected to use these guidelines to make such decisions in a 
professional, impartial and reasonable manner 

300.1.1 DEFINITIONS 

Definitions related to this policy include: 

Deadly force - Force reasonably anticipated and intended to create a substantial likelihood of 
causing death or very serious injury. 

Force - The application of physical techniques or tactics, chemical agents or weapons to another 
person. It is not a use of force when a person allows him/herself to be searched, escorted, 
handcuffed or restrained. 

300.2 POLICY 

The use of force by law enforcement personnel is a matter of critical concern, both to the public 
and to the law enforcement community. Officers are involved on a daily basis in numerous and 
varied interactions and, when warranted, may use reasonable force in carrying out their duties. 

Officers must have an understanding of, and true appreciation for, their authority and limitations. 
This is especially true with respect to overcoming resistance while engaged in the performance 
of law enforcement duties. 

The [Department/Office] recognizes and respects the value of all human life and dignity without 
prejudice to anyone. Vesting officers with the authority to use reasonable force and to protect the 
public welfare requires monitoring, evaluation and a careful balancing of all interests. 

300.2.1 DUTY TO INTERCEDE 

Any officer present and observing another officer using force that is clearly beyond that which 
is objectively reasonable under the circumstances shall, when in a position to do so, intercede 
to prevent the use of unreasonable force. An officer who observes another employee use force 
that exceeds the degree of force permitted by law should promptly report these observations to 
a supervisor. 

300.3 USE OF FORCE 

Officers shall use only that amount of force that reasonably appears necessary given the facts 
and circumstances perceived by the officer at the time of the event to accomplish a legitimate law 
enforcement purpose. 

The reasonableness of force will be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the 
scene at the time of the incident. Any evaluation of reasonableness must allow for the fact that 
officers are often forced to make split-second decisions about the amount offeree that reasonably 
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appears necessary in a particular situation, with limited information and in circumstances that are 
tense, uncertain and rapidly evolving. 

Given that no policy can realistically predict every possible situation an officer might encounter, 
officers are entrusted to use well-reasoned discretion in determining the appropriate use of force 
in each incident. 

It is also recognized that circumstances may arise in which officers reasonably believe that 
it would be impractical or ineffective to use any of the tools, weapons or methods provided 
by the [Department/Office]. Officers may find it more effective or reasonable to improvise their 
response to rapidly unfolding conditions that they are confronting. In such circumstances, the 
use of any improvised device or method must nonetheless be reasonable and utilized only to the 
degree that reasonably appears necessary to accomplish a legitimate law enforcement purpose. 

While the ultimate objective of every law enforcement encounter is to avoid or minimize injury, 
nothing in this policy requires an officer to retreat or be exposed to possible physical injury before 
applying reasonable force. 

300.3.1 USE OF FORCE TO EFFECT AN ARREST 

Any peace officer may use reasonable force to effect an arrest, to prevent escape or to overcome 
resistance. A peace officer who makes or attempts to make an arrest need not retreat or desist 
from his/her efforts by reason of resistance or threatened resistance on the part of the person 
being arrested; nor shall an officer be deemed the aggressor or lose his/her right to self-defense 
by the use of reasonable force to effect the arrest, prevent escape or to overcome resistance 
(Penal Code § 835a). 

300.3.2 FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE THE REASONABLENESS OF FORCE 

When determining whether to apply force and evaluating whether an officer has used reasonable 
force, a number of factors should be taken into consideration, as time and circumstances permit. 
These factors include, but are not limited to: 

(a) Immediacy and severity of the threat to officers or others. 

(b) The conduct of the individual being confronted, as reasonably perceived by the officer 
at the time. 

(c) Qfficer/subject factors (age, size, relative strength, skill level, injuries sustained, level 
of exhaustion or fatigue, the number of officers available vs. subjects). 

(d) The effects of drugs or alcohol. 

(e) Subject’s mental state or capacity. 

(f) Proximity of weapons or dangerous improvised devices. 

(g) The degree to which the subject has been effectively restrained and his/her ability to 
resist despite being restrained. 

(h) The availability of other options and their possible effectiveness. 
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(i) Seriousness of the suspected offense or reason for contact with the individual. 

(j) Training and experience of the officer. 

(k) Potential for injury to officers, suspects and others. 

(l) Whether the person appears to be resisting, attempting to evade arrest by flight or is 
attacking the officer. 

(m) The risk and reasonably foreseeable consequences of escape. 

(n) The apparent need for immediate control of the subject or a prompt resolution of the 
situation. 

(o) Whether the conduct of the individual being confronted no longer reasonably appears 
to pose an imminent threat to the officer or others. 

(p) Prior contacts with the subject or awareness of any propensity for violence. 

(q) Any other exigent circumstances. 

300.3.3 PAIN COMPLIANCE TECHNIQUES 

Pain compliance techniques may be effective in controlling a physically or actively resisting 
individual. Officers may only apply those pain compliance techniques for which they 
have successfully completed [department/officej-approved training. Officers utilizing any pain 
compliance technique should consider: 

(a) The degree to which the application of the technique may be controlled given the level 
of resistance. 

(b) Whether the person can comply with the direction or orders of the officer. 

(c) Whether the person has been given sufficient opportunity to comply. 


The application of any pain compliance technique shall be discontinued once the officer 
determines that compliance has been achieved. 

300.3.4 CAROTID CONTROL HOLD 

The proper application of the carotid control hold may be effective in restraining a violent or 
combative individual. However, due to the potential for injury, the use of the carotid control hold 
is subject to the following: 

(a) The officer shall have successfully completed [department/officej-approved training in 
the use and application of the carotid control hold. 

(b) The carotid control hold may only be used when circumstances perceived by the officer 
at the time indicate that such application reasonably appears necessary to control a 
person in any of the following circumstances: 

1. The subject is violent or physically resisting. 
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2. The subject, by words or actions, has demonstrated an intention to be violent 
and reasonably appears to have the potential to harm officers, him/herself or 
others. 

(c) The application of a carotid control hold on the following individuals should generally be 
avoided unless the totality of the circumstances indicates that other available options 
reasonably appear ineffective, or would present a greater danger to the officer, the 
subject or others, and the officer reasonably believes that the need to control the 
individual outweighs the risk of applying a carotid control hold: 

1. Females who are known to be pregnant 

2. Elderly individuals 

3. Obvious juveniles 

4. Individuals who appear to have Down syndrome or who appear to have obvious 
neck deformities or malformations, or visible neck injuries 

(d) Any individual who has had the carotid control hold applied, regardless of whether he/ 
she was rendered unconscious, shall be promptly examined by paramedics or other 
qualified medical personnel and should be monitored until examined by paramedics 
or other appropriate medical personnel. 

(e) The officer shall inform any person receiving custody, or any person placed in a 
position of providing care, that the individual has been subjected to the carotid control 
hold and whether the subject lost consciousness as a result. 

(f) Any officer attempting or applying the carotid control hold shall promptly notify a 
supervisor of the use or attempted use of such hold. 

(g) The use or attempted use of the carotid control hold shall be thoroughly documented 
by the officer in any related reports. 

300.3.5 USE OF FORCE TO SEIZE EVIDENCE 

In general, officers may use reasonable force to lawfully seize evidence and to prevent the 
destruction of evidence. However, officers are discouraged from using force solely to prevent 
a person from swallowing evidence or contraband. In the instance when force is used, officers 
should not intentionally use any technique that restricts blood flow to the head, restricts respiration 
or which creates a reasonable likelihood that blood flow to the head or respiration would be 
restricted. Officers are encouraged to use techniques and methods taught by the Mill Valley Police 
Department for this specific purpose. 

300.4 DEADLY FORCE APPLICATIONS 

Use of deadly force is justified in the following circumstances: 

(a) An officer may use deadly force to protect him/herself or others from what he/she 
reasonably believes would be an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury. 
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(b) An officer may use deadly force to stop a fleeing subject when the officer has probable 
cause to believe that the person has committed, or intends to commit, a felony 
involving the infliction or threatened infliction of serious bodily injury or death, and 
the officer reasonably believes that there is an imminent risk of serious bodily injury 
or death to any other person if the subject is not immediately apprehended. Under 
such circumstances, a verbal warning should precede the use of deadly force, where 
feasible. 

Imminent does not mean immediate or instantaneous. An imminent danger may exist 
even if the suspect is not at that very moment pointing a weapon at someone. For 
example, an imminent danger may exist if an officer reasonably believes any of the 
following: 

1. The person has a weapon or is attempting to access one and it is reasonable to 
believe the person intends to use it against the officer or another. 

2. The person is capable of causing serious bodily injury or death without a weapon 
and it is reasonable to believe the person intends to do so. 

300.4.1 SHOOTING AT OR FROM MOVING VEHICLES 

Shots fired at or from a moving vehicle are rarely effective. Officers should move out of the path of 
an approaching vehicle instead of discharging their firearm at the vehicle or any of its occupants. 
An officer should only discharge a firearm at a moving vehicle or its occupants when the officer 
reasonably believes there are no other reasonable means available to avert the threat of the 
vehicle, or if deadly force other than the vehicle is directed at the officer or others. 

Officers should not shoot at any part of a vehicle in an attempt to disable the vehicle. 

300.5 REPORTING THE USE OF FORCE 

Any use of force by a member of this [department/office] shall be documented promptly, completely 
and accurately in an appropriate report, depending on the nature of the incident. The officer should 
articulate the factors perceived and why he/she believed the use of force was reasonable under 
the circumstances. To collect data for purposes of training, resource allocation, analysis and 
related purposes, the [Department/Office] may require the completion of additional report forms, 
as specified in [department/office] policy, procedure or law. 

300.5.1 NOTIFICATION TO SUPERVISORS 

Supervisory notification shall be made as soon as practicable following the application of force in 
any of the following circumstances: 

(a) The application caused a visible injury. 

(b) The application would lead a reasonable officer to conclude that the individual may 
have experienced more than momentary discomfort. 

(c) The individual subjected to the force complained of injury or continuing pain. 
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(d) The individual indicates intent to pursue litigation. 

(e) Any application of a TASER device or control device. 

(f) Any application of a restraint device other than handcuffs, shackles or belly chains. 

(g) The individual subjected to the force was rendered unconscious. 

(h) An individual was struck or kicked. 

(i) An individual alleges any of the above has occurred. 

300.5.2 REPORTING TO CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Statistical data regarding all officer-involved shootings and incidents involving use of force 
resulting in serious bodily injury is to be reported to the California Department of Justice as required 
by Government Code § 12525.2. See the Records Bureau policy. 

300.6 MEDICAL CONSIDERATION 

Prior to booking or release, medical assistance shall be obtained for any person who exhibits signs 
of physical distress, who has sustained visible injury, expresses a complaint of injury or continuing 
pain, or who was rendered unconscious. Any individual exhibiting signs of physical distress after 
an encounter should be continuously monitored until he/she can be medically assessed. 

Based upon the officer’s initial assessment of the nature and extent of the subject’s injuries, 
medical assistance may consist of examination by fire personnel, paramedics, hospital staff or 
medical staff at the jail. If any such individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal shall be 
fully documented in related reports and, whenever practicable, should be witnessed by another 
officer and/or medical personnel. If a recording is made of the contact or an interview with the 
individual, any refusal should be included in the recording, if possible. 

The on-scene supervisor or, if the on-scene supervisor is not available, the primary handling officer 
shall ensure that any person providing medical care or receiving custody of a person following any 
use of force is informed that the person was subjected to force. This notification shall include a 
description of the force used and any other circumstances the officer reasonably believes would 
be potential safety or medical risks to the subject (e.g., prolonged struggle, extreme agitation, 
impaired respiration). 

Persons who exhibit extreme agitation, violent irrational behavior accompanied by profuse 
sweating, extraordinary strength beyond their physical characteristics and imperviousness to pain 
(sometimes called “excited delirium”), or who require a protracted physical encounter with multiple 
officers to be brought under control, may be at an increased risk of sudden death. Calls involving 
these persons should be considered medical emergencies. Officers who reasonably suspect a 
medical emergency should request medical assistance as soon as practicable and have medical 
personnel stage away if appropriate. 
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300.7 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITY 

When a supervisor is able to respond to an incident in which there has been a reported application 
of force, the supervisor is expected to: 

(a) Obtain the basic facts from the involved officers. Absent an allegation of misconduct 
or excessive force, this will be considered a routine contact in the normal course of 
duties. 

(b) Ensure that any injured parties are examined and treated. 

(c) When possible, separately obtain a recorded interview with the subject upon whom 
force was applied. If this interview is conducted without the person having voluntarily 
waived his/her Miranda rights, the following shall apply: 

1. The content of the interview should not be summarized or included in any related 
criminal charges. 

2. The fact that a recorded interview was conducted should be documented in a 
property or other report. 

3. The recording of the interview should be distinctly marked for retention until all 
potential for civil litigation has expired. 

(d) Once any initial medical assessment has been completed or first aid has been 
rendered, ensure that photographs have been taken of any areas involving visible 
injury or complaint of pain, as well as overall photographs of uninjured areas. These 
photographs should be retained until all potential for civil litigation has expired. 

(e) Identify any witnesses not already included in related reports. 

(f) Review and approve all related reports. 

(g) Determine if there is any indication that the subject may pursue civil litigation. 

1. If there is an indication of potential civil litigation, the supervisor should complete 
and route a notification of a potential claim through the appropriate channels. 

(h) Evaluate the circumstances surrounding the incident and initiate an administrative 
investigation if there is a question of policy non-compliance or if for any reason further 
investigation may be appropriate. 

In the event that a supervisor is unable to respond to the scene of an incident involving the reported 
application of force, the supervisor is still expected to complete as many of the above items as 
circumstances permit. 

300.7.1 WATCH COMMANDER RESPONSIBILITY 

The Watch Commander shall review each use offeree by any personnel within his/her command 
to ensure compliance with this policy and to address any training issues. 
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300.8 TRAINING 

Officers will receive periodic training on this policy and demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding. 

300.9 USE OF FORCE ANALYSIS 

At least annually, the Operations Division Commander should prepare an analysis report on use 
of force incidents. The report should be submitted to the Chief of Police. The report should not 
contain the names of officers, suspects or case numbers, and should include: 

(a) The identification of any trends in the use of force by members. 

(b) Training needs recommendations. 

(c) Equipment needs recommendations. 

(d) Policy revision recommendations. 
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309.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

This policy provides guidelines for the issuance and use of TASER devices. 

309.2 POLICY 

The TASER® device is intended to control a violent or potentially violent individual, while 
minimizing the risk of serious injury. The appropriate use of such a device should result in fewer 
serious injuries to officers and suspects. 

309.3 ISSUANCE AND CARRYING TASER DEVICES 

Only members who have successfully completed department-approved training may be issued 
and carry the TASER device. 

TASER devices are issued for use during a member’s current assignment. Those leaving a 
particular assignment may be required to return the device to the department’s inventory. 

Officers shall only use the TASER device and cartridges that have been issued by the Department. 
Uniformed officers who have been issued the TASER device shall wear the device in an approved 
holster on their person. Non-uniformed officers may secure the TASER device in the driver's 
compartment of their vehicle. 

Members carrying the TASER device should perform a spark test on the unit prior to every shift. 

When carried while in uniform officers shall carry the TASER device in a weak-side holster on the 
side opposite the duty weapon. 

(a) All TASER devices shall be clearly and distinctly marked to differentiate them from the 
duty weapon and any other device. 

(b) Whenever practicable, officers should carry two or more cartridges on their person 
when carrying the TASER device. 

(c) Officers shall be responsible for ensuring that their issued TASER device is properly 
maintained and in good working order. 

(d) Officers should not hold both a firearm and the TASER device at the same time. 

309.4 VERBAL AND VISUAL WARNINGS 

A verbal warning of the intended use of the TASER device should precede its application, 
unless it would otherwise endanger the safety of officers or when it is not practicable due to the 
circumstances. The purpose of the warning is to: 

(a) Provide the individual with a reasonable opportunity to voluntarily comply. 

(b) Provide other officers and individuals with a warning that the TASER device may be 
deployed. 
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If, after a verbal warning, an individual is unwilling to voluntarily comply with an officer’s lawful 
orders and it appears both reasonable and feasible under the circumstances, the officer may, but 
is not required to, display the electrical arc (provided that a cartridge has not been loaded into the 
device), or the laser in a further attempt to gain compliance prior to the application of the TASER 
device. The aiming laser should never be intentionally directed into the eyes of another as it may 
permanently impair his/her vision. 

The fact that a verbal or other warning was given or the reasons it was not given shall be 
documented by the officer deploying the TASER device in the related report. 

309.5 USE OF THE TASER DEVICE 

The TASER device has limitations and restrictions requiring consideration before its use. The 
TASER device should only be used when its operator can safely approach the subject within the 
operational range of the device. Although the TASER device is generally effective in controlling 
most individuals, officers should be aware that the device may not achieve the intended results 
and be prepared with other options. 

309.5.1 APPLICATION OF THE TASER DEVICE 

The TASER device may be used in any of the following circumstances, when the circumstances 
perceived by the officer at the time indicate that such application is reasonably necessary to control 
a person: 

(a) The subject is violent or is physically resisting. 

(b) The subject has demonstrated, by words or action, an intention to be violent or to 
physically resist, and reasonably appears to present the potential to harm officers, 
him/herself or others. 

Mere flight from a pursuing officer, without other known circumstances or factors, is not good 
cause for the use of the TASER device to apprehend an individual. 

309.5.2 SPECIAL DEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

The use of the TASER device on certain individuals should generally be avoided unless the totality 
of the circumstances indicates that other available options reasonably appear ineffective or would 
present a greater danger to the officer, the subject or others, and the officer reasonably believes 
that the need to control the individual outweighs the risk of using the device. This includes: 

(a) Individuals who are known to be pregnant. 

(b) Elderly individuals or obvious juveniles. 

(c) Individuals with obviously low body mass. 

(d) Individuals who are handcuffed or otherwise restrained. 
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(e) Individuals who have been recently sprayed with a flammable chemical agent or 
who are otherwise in close proximity to any known combustible vapor or flammable 
material, including alcohol-based oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray. 

(f) Individuals whose position or activity may result in collateral injury (e.g., falls from 
height, operating vehicles). 

Because the application of the TASER device in the drive-stun mode (i.e., direct contact without 
probes) relies primarily on pain compliance, the use of the drive-stun mode generally should be 
limited to supplementing the probe-mode to complete the circuit, or as a distraction technique 
to gain separation between officers and the subject, thereby giving officers time and distance to 
consider other force options or actions. 

The TASER device shall not be used to psychologically torment, elicit statements or to punish 
any individual. 

309.5.3 TARGETING CONSIDERATIONS 

Reasonable efforts should be made to target lower center mass and avoid the head, neck, chest 
and groin. If the dynamics of a situation or officer safety do not permit the officer to limit the 
application of the TASER device probes to a precise target area, officers should monitor the 
condition of the subject if one or more probes strikes the head, neck, chest or groin until the subject 
is examined by paramedics or other medical personnel. 

309.5.4 MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS OF THE TASER DEVICE 

Officers should apply the TASER device for only one standard cycle and then evaluate the situation 
before applying any subsequent cycles. Multiple applications of the TASER device against a single 
individual are generally not recommended and should be avoided unless the officer reasonably 
believes that the need to control the individual outweighs the potentially increased risk posed by 
multiple applications. 

If the first application of the TASER device appears to be ineffective in gaining control of an 
individual, the officer should consider certain factors before additional applications of the TASER 
device, including: 

(a) Whether the probes are making proper contact. 

(b) Whether the individual has the ability and has been given a reasonable opportunity 
to comply. 

(c) Whether verbal commands, other options or tactics may be more effective. 

Officers should generally not intentionally apply more than one TASER device at a time against 
a single subject. 

309.5.5 ACTIONS FOLLOWING DEPLOYMENTS 

Officers shall notify a supervisor of all TASER device discharges. Confetti tags should be collected 
and the expended cartridge, along with both probes and wire, should be submitted into evidence. 
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The cartridge serial number should be noted and documented on the evidence paperwork. The 
evidence packaging should be marked "Biohazard" if the probes penetrated the subject’s skin. 

309.5.6 DANGEROUS ANIMALS 

The TASER device may be deployed against an animal as part of a plan to deal with a potentially 
dangerous animal, such as a dog, if the animal reasonably appears to pose an imminent threat to 
human safety and alternative methods are not reasonably available or would likely be ineffective. 

309.5.7 TASER® CAM™ 

The TASER CAM is activated any time the safety is in the off position. The safety should be in 
the safe position unless the officer intends to use the device. Because the TASER CAM memory 
is limited, the video and audio data should be downloaded frequently and retained as required by 
the department records retention schedule. 

309.5.8 OFF-DUTY CONSIDERATIONS 

Officers are not authorized to carry department TASER devices while off-duty. 

Officers shall ensure that TASER devices are secured while in their homes, vehicles or any other 
area under their control, in a manner that will keep the device inaccessible to others. 

309.6 DOCUMENTATION 

Officers shall document all TASER device discharges in the related arrest/crime report and the 
TASER device report form. Notification shall also be made to a supervisor in compliance with the 
Use of Force Policy. Unintentional discharges, pointing the device at a person, laser activation 
and arcing the device will also be documented on the report form. 

309.6.1 TASER DEVICE FORM 

Items that shall be included in the TASER device report form are: 

(a) The type and brand of TASER device and cartridge and cartridge serial number. 

(b) Date, time and location of the incident. 

(c) Whether any display, laser or arc deterred a subject and gained compliance. 

(d) The number of TASER device activations, the duration of each cycle, the duration 
between activations, and (as best as can be determined) the duration that the subject 
received applications. 

(e) The range at which the TASER device was used. 

(f) The type of mode used (probe or drive-stun). 

(g) Location of any probe impact. 

(h) Location of contact in drive-stun mode. 

(i) Description of where missed probes went. 

(j) Whether medical care was provided to the subject. 
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(k) Whether the subject sustained any injuries. 

(l) Whether any officers sustained any injuries. 

The Training Manager should periodically analyze the report forms to identify trends, including 
deterrence and effectiveness. The Training Manager should also conduct audits of data 
downloads and reconcile TASER device report forms with recorded activations. TASER device 
information and statistics, with identifying information removed, should periodically be made 
available to the public. 

309.6.2 REPORTS 

The officer should include the following in the arrest/crime report: 

(a) Identification of all personnel firing TASER devices 

(b) Identification of all witnesses 

(c) Medical care provided to the subject 

(d) Observations of the subject’s physical and physiological actions 

(e) Any known or suspected drug use, intoxication or other medical problems 

309.7 MEDICAL TREATMENT 

Consistent with local medical personnel protocols and absent extenuating circumstances, only 
appropriate trained personnel should remove TASER device probes from a person’s body. Used 
TASER device probes shall be treated as a sharps biohazard, similar to a used hypodermic needle, 
and handled appropriately. Universal precautions should be taken. 

All persons who have been struck by TASER device probes or who have been subjected to the 
electric discharge of the device shall be medically assessed prior to booking. Additionally, any 
such individual who falls under any of the following categories should, as soon as practicable, be 
examined by paramedics or other qualified medical personnel: 

(a) The person is suspected of being under the influence of controlled substances and/ 
or alcohol. 

(b) The person may be pregnant. 

(c) The person reasonably appears to be in need of medical attention. 

(d) The TASER device probes are lodged in a sensitive area (e.g., groin, female breast, 
head, face, neck). 

(e) The person requests medical treatment. 


Any individual exhibiting signs of distress or who is exposed to multiple or prolonged applications 
(i.e., more than 15 seconds) shall be transported to a medical facility for examination or medically 
evaluated prior to booking. If any individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal should be 
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witnessed by another officer and/or medical personnel and shall be fully documented in related 
reports. If an audio recording is made of the contact or an interview with the individual, any refusal 
should be included, if possible. 

The transporting officer shall inform any person providing medical care or receiving custody that 
the individual has been subjected to the application of the TASER device. 

309.8 EVIDENCE 

Any TASER cartridge that is expended in field use shall be collected and booked into evidence. 
This includes the cartridge, wires, and probes. In addition, officers will attempt to locate and submit 
a sample of the multi-colored AFID tags which are dispersed at the time the cartridge is fired. 

Photographs will be taken of any TASER probe puncture wounds, drive stun sites, and/or any 
other injuries a subject sustains as the result of an TASER deployment. 

Probes that penetrate a person's skin shall be treated as biologically contaminated and secured 
appropriately prior to being placed into evidence. 

Officers may review digital video evidence prior to completion of reports to assure accurate 
recollection of the events surrounding the deployment of the TASER. Except for presentation 
as evidence in court, video of digital data retrieved from any TASER may not be removed from 
the Mill Valley Police Department, including copied CD's and/or electronic file transfer, without 
authorization from the Director or his/her specific designee. 

After a TASER has been discharged, other than for training or performing a spark test, the pertinent 
data shall be downloaded from the TASER and a printed copy shall be attached to the incident 
report. If the reporting officer is unable to perform that data download, the weapon will be provided 
to a qualified TASER instructor who will perform the download and attach the subsequent data 
dump to a supplemental report they shall write. 

309.9 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

When possible, supervisors should respond to calls when they reasonably believe there is a 
likelihood the TASER device may be used. A supervisor should respond to all incidents where 
the TASER device was activated. 

A supervisor should review each incident where a person has been exposed to an activation of 
the TASER device. The device’s onboard memory should be downloaded through the data port 
by a supervisor or Rangemaster and saved with the related arrest/crime report. Photographs of 
probe sites should be taken and witnesses interviewed. 

309.10 TRAINING 

Personnel who are authorized to carry the TASER device shall be permitted to do so only after 
successfully completing the initial department-approved training. Any personnel who have not 
carried the TASER device as a part of their assignment for a period of six months or more shall 
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be recertified by a department-approved TASER device instructor prior to again carrying or using 
the device. 

Proficiency training for personnel who have been issued TASER devices should occur every year. 
A reassessment of an officer’s knowledge and/or practical skill may be required at any time if 
deemed appropriate by the Training Manager. All training and proficiency for TASER devices will 
be documented in the officer’s training file. 

Command staff, supervisors and investigators should receive TASER device training as 
appropriate for the investigations they conduct and review. 

Officers who do not carry TASER devices should receive training that is sufficient to familiarize 
them with the device and with working with officers who use the device. 

The Training Manager is responsible for ensuring that all members who carry TASER devices 
have received initial and annual proficiency training. Periodic audits should be used for verification. 

Application of TASER devices during training could result in injury to personnel and should not 
be mandatory for certification. 

The Training Manager should ensure that all training includes: 

(a) A review of this policy. 

(b) A review of the Use of Force Policy. 

(c) Performing weak-hand draws or cross-draws to reduce the possibility of 
unintentionally drawing and firing a firearm. 

(d) Target area considerations, to include techniques or options to reduce the 
unintentional application of probes near the head, neck, chest and groin. 

(e) Handcuffing a subject during the application of the TASER device and transitioning 
to other force options. 

(f) De-escalation techniques. 

(g) Restraint techniques that do not impair respiration following the application of the 
TASER device. 
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445.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

This policy provides guidelines for the use of a body worn camera (BWC) recording devices by 
the members of the Mill Valley Police Department while in the performance of their duties. The 
BWC purpose of issuance is to effectively and responsibly use them as a tool to collect evidence, 
as a safeguard for the officer, the Public and the Department against claims of misconduct and to 
ensure that all officers are performing their duties amongst the Public with the highest standards 
of professional integrity. 


445.2 POLICY 

It is the policy of the Mill Valley Police Department to use body worn cameras (BWC's) to more 
effectively fulfill the department's mission and to accurately capture contacts between members 
of the Department and the Public. 

445.3 OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Prior to going into service, each uniformed officers will properly equip him/herself with a body 
worn camera (BWC) issued by the department and ensure that the BWC is in good working 
order.. At the end of the shift, each officer will follow the established procedures for uploading data 
of the BWC.In the event an officer determines their device is inoperable, they will immediately 
notify their supervisor in person and/or via email. Employees are to use only their issued/assigned 
equipment, unless otherwise specified by their supervisor. 

Any officer assigned to a non-uniformed position may carry a BWC at any time the officer 
believes that such a device may be useful. Unless conducting a lawful recording in an authorized 
undercover capacity, non-uniformed members should wear the recorder in a conspicuous manner 
or otherwise notify persons that they are being recorded, whenever reasonably practicable. 

In some circumstances, it is not possible to capture images of the incident due to conditions or the 
location of the camera. An officer shall wear the BWC affixed to their uniform in a manner most 
conducive to recording both audio and video. This is necessary for the BWC to work as designed. 
The designated area is the chest, on the front of the uniform, facing forward. The camera needs 
to be mounted in the proper orientation. 

All officers will be trained in the uploading of video media for the BWC. Officers will also be trained 
in the proper downloading of media for evidentiary or court purposes. 

445.3.1 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITY 

Supervisors should take custody of a body worn camera (BWC) as soon as practicable when the 
device may have captured an incident involving the use of force, an officer-involved shooting or 
death or other serious incident, and ensure the data is downloaded (Penal Code 832.18) 
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445.4 ACTIVATION OF THE BWC 

This policy is not intended to describe every possible situation in which the body worn camera 
(BWC) should be used, althoughthere are many situations where its use is appropriate. An officer 
should activate the camera any time the officer believes it would be appropriate or valuable to 
document an incident. 

The BWC shall be activated in any of the following situations: 

(a) All enforcement and investigative contacts including stops and field interview (FI) 
situations 

(b) Traffic stops including, but not limited to, traffic violations, traffic collisions, stranded 
motorist assistance 

(c) Self-initiated activity in which a member would normally notify the Communications 
Center/Dispatch 

(d) Any other contact that becomes adversarial after the initial contact in a situation that 
would not otherwise require recording 

In no way should the activation of the BWC jeopardize officer safety. However, the BWC should 
be activated in situations described above as soon as is reasonably practicable. 

445.4.1 CESSATION OF RECORDING 

Once activated, the body worn camera(BWC) should remain on until the incident has concluded. 
For purposes of this section, conclusion of an incident has occurred when all arrests have been 
made, arrestees have been transported and all witnesses and victims have been interviewed. 
Recording may cease if an officer is simply waiting for a tow truck or a family member to arrive, or 
in other similar situations. Additionally, recording may cease where extended periods of time will 
elapse when no audio or video of value will be recorded. Officers may deactivate the BWC when 
exchanging information with other officers and/or supervisors. Upon completion of the information 
exchange, the BWC should be reactivated as described above. 

No member of this department may surreptitiously record a conversation of any other member 
of this department except with a court order or with written consent from the Chief of Police or 
his/her designee. 

Officer shall cease audio recording whenever necessary to ensure conversations are not recorded 
between a person in custody and the persons attorney, religious advisor or physician, unless there 
is explicit consent from all parties to the conversation (Penal Code 636). 

445.5 REVIEW OF BWC RECORDINGS 

All recording media, recorded images and audio recordings are the property of the Department. 
Dissemination outside of the agency is strictly prohibited, except to the extent permitted or required 
by law or at the discretion of the Chief of Police or his/her designee. 

Recordings may be reviewed in any of the following situations: 

(a) For use when preparing reports or statements 
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(b) By a supervisor investigating a specific act of officer conduct 

(c) By a supervisor to assess officer performance 

(d) To assess proper functioning of BWC system 

(e) By department investigators who are participating in an official investigation, such as 
a personnel complaint, administrative inquiry or a criminal investigation 

(f) By department personnel who request to review recordings, authorized by the Chief 
of Police or his/her designee 

(g) By an officer who is captured on or referenced in the video or audio data and reviews 
and uses such data for any purpose relating to his/her employment 

(h) By court personnel through proper process or with permission of the Chief of Police 
or the authorized designee 

(i) By the media through proper process or with permission of the Chief of Police or the 
authorized designee 

O') To assess possible training value 

(k) Recordings may be shown for training purposes. If an involved officer objects to 
showing a recording, his/her objection will be submitted to the staff to determine if the 
training value outweighs the officer's objection 

In no event shall any recording be used or shown for the purpose of ridiculing or embarrassing 
any employee. 

The viewing of any recorded media may be restricted by the Chief of Police or designee at their 
discretion or if the need arises to prevent access. 

445.6 DOCUMENTING BWC USE 

If any incident is recorded, in conjunction with a police report or citation, the existence of that 
recording shall be documented in the officer's report. If a citation is issued, the officer should make 
a notation on the back of the records copy of the citation, indicating that the incident was recorded. 

445.7 RECORDING MEDIA STORAGE AND INTEGRITY 

Once submitted for storage, all recording media will be labeled and stored on the Mill Valley 
Police Department server. All recording media that is not booked as evidence will be retained in 
accordance with the established records retention schedule. 

445.7.1 BWC RECORDINGS AS EVIDENCE 

Officers who reasonably believe that a BWC recording is likely to contain evidence relevant to a 
criminal offense, potential claim against the officer or against the Mill Valley Police Department 
should indicate this in an appropriate report. Officers should ensure relevant recordings are 
preserved. 
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445.7.2 VIDEO FILE RETENTION 

Digital video/audio recordings shall be downloaded and stored on the Mill Valley Police 
Department server. The use, duplication and/or distribution of video/audio files for anything other 
than booking a physical copy of the video into evidence for the use in a criminal case requires 
prior authorization from the Chief of Police or designee. 

It shall be the responsibility of the individual officer to download all files that are evidentiary to the 
assigned server prior to the end of their shift. Video/Audio files which are not of evidentiary value 
shall be downloaded to the server as soon as practical. 

445.8 COORDINATOR 

The Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall appoint a member of the Department to 
coordinate the use and maintenance of portable audio/video recording devices and the storage 
of recordings, including (Penal Code §832.18): 

(a) Establishing a system for downloading, storing and security of recordings. 

(b) Designating persons responsible for downloading recorded data. 

(c) Establishing a maintenance system to ensure availability of operable portable audio/ 
video recording devices. 

(d) Establishing a system for tagging and categorizing data according to the type of 
incident captured. 

(e) Establishing a system to prevent tampering, deleting and copying recordings and 
ensure chain of custody integrity. 

(f) Working with counsel to ensure an appropriate retention schedule is being applied to 
recordings and associated documentation. 

(g) Maintaining logs of access and deletions of recordings. 

445.8.1 RETENTION OF RECORDINGS 

Recordings of the following should be retained for a minimum of two years (Penal Code 832.18) 

(a) Incident involving use of force by an officer 

(b) Officer - Involved shootings 

(c) Incidents that lead to the detention or arrest of an individual 

(d) Recordings relevant to a formal or informal complaint against an officer or the Mill 
Valley Police Department 

Recordings containing evidence that may be relevant to a criminal prosecution should be retained 
for any additional period required by law for other evidence relevant to a criminal prosecution 
(Penal Code 832.18) 

All other recordings should be retained for a period consistent with the requirements of the 
organization's records retention schedule but in no event for a period less than 180 days. Records 
or logs of access and deletion of recordings should be retained permanently (Penal Code 832.18). 
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445.9 TRAINING 

All members who are required to use the BWC system shall successfully complete an approved 
course of instruction prior to its use. 

445.10 MAINTENANCE AND CARE 

Routine maintenance and care of the BWC equipment is the responsibility of the individual 
officer. Each officer will ensure that the equipment is kept clean and in working order, that the 
rechargeable battery is fully charged when reporting for duty each day, and the BWC video Files 
are downloaded daily. Any malfunction should be reported to the Patrol Watch Commander. 

445.11 MEDIA/PUBLIC RECORDS ACT REQUESTS 

All media request for audio/video recordings shall be accepted and processed in accordance with 
federal, state and local statutes and departmental policy related to records requests. The Chief of 
Police, or his desginee, will have the final approval of media requests for audio/video release. The 
Chief of Police, or his designee shall make all reasonable/lawful efforts to preserve the privacy of 
community members and employees of the Mill Valley Police Department. 
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